














































































































































SUPPLEMENT TO REV. 20 - DEC. 5, 1999: THE RESURRECTIONS

I. The
A.
B.

C.

First Resurrection
Jesus resurrected, Acts 1:9-11; I Cor. 15:20-28
Rapture (resurrection) of Jesus' Bride, the Ecclesia, I
Cor. 15:51-52; I Thes. 4:13-18; Rev. 4.
Resurrection of Tribulation and Old Testament saints,
Dan. 1 2: 1- 2.

II. Millennium during which the Israelites will be priests of God.
Time and circumstance promised to Abraham, Gen. 12:1-4; 15:6­
18; Rev. 20: 6 •

III. The
A.

B.

C.

Second Resurrection
All whQ ever lived but refused to exercise faith in God's
promise through his Son, Jesus Christ, are raised for final
judgment by God.
All are condemned by God based upon their own efforts,
Rev. 20 : 1 2- 13 ,;
Following this judgment exercised directly from God's Great
White Throne, Death (that which separates one from God)
will be destroyed, I Cor. 15:26; Rev. 20:14.

IV. A new heaven and earth will replace the old world order,
Rev. 21: 1 •
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"The Threshold Of Eternity"
Rev .. 21
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Teacher
I. We have stated earlier (Chap. 15 I, Oct. 17, 1999) that The
Revelation given to John is a detailed description of what Jesus
taught in Matt. 24-25. At Matt. 24:35 Jesus said, "Heaven and earth
shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away." There Jesus
is telling us that the earth and heaven are temporary as compared
to the truth in Jesus Christ, and that truth will outlast the crea­
tion as it (the heaven and earth) then existed. Vs. 1 reveals that,
in fact, "for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away,"
as the fulfillment of Jesus' prophecy takes place.. Other factors
as a part of that arrangement which God in Christ will create after
he has purged the earth by means of the terrible tribulation: there
will be no more seas, and people will not be bothered by remembering
what the old age was like, vs .. 1, and Isa. 65:17, "For, behold,
I create new heavens and a new earth: and the former shall not
be remembered, nor come upon the heart .. " I have emphasized through­
out our examination of The Revelation that the Jews are again to
be remembered in a special way by God.. That was asserted dramatical­
ly in Rev.. 7 where John saw a special angel of God seal 144,000
Jews as hi sown.. Further, God tells us at I sa. 66: 22, "For as the
new heavens and the new earth, which I will make, shall remain before
me, sai th the Lord, so shall your seed (Abraham's) and your name
remain. " This posi tion of God's Word defies those who presume that
the Church will replace God's people, the Jews, through the end
time. Also, remember the passage which I have emphasized to this
class at Heb. 11:39-40, "And these all, having obtained a good
testimony through faith, received not the promise: God having
provided some better thing for us (the ecclesia) that they,
apart from us, should not be made perfect (complete)." The kingdom
which God will create during the millennium will fulfill his promise
to the Jews which we learned in our study of Daniel at Dan.. 2: 44,
the key verse in Daniel's prophecy.

II. Beginning at vs .. 2 a new concept is seen by John which is espe­
cially interesting to us of the ecclesia, those sealed by God IS

Holy Spiri t (his own Son's bride), during the New Covenant period
of human history.. Note particularly that John saw a holy (separated)
ci ty, a new J"erusalem (i talics mine). This ci ty is especially
prepared for the bride of Jesus Christ, an eternal place which Jesus
promised at John 14: 3, "And if I go and prepare a place for you,
I will come again and receive you unto myself; that where I am,
there you may be also." This wonderful new creation for us brings
to mind I Cor. 2:9, "But as it is written, 'Eye has not seen, nor
ear heard, nei ther have entered into the heart of man, the things
which God has prepared for them that love him .. ' II At this point
in time, the marriage and associated feast is over, the millennium
kingdom has come and gone, and now the threshold of eterni ty has
come. Our eternal relationship wi th our Lord is noted at Eph.
5: 28-32, liSa ought men to love their wives as their own bodies.
He that loves his wife loves himself.. For no man ever yet hated
his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, even as the Lord
the ecclesia. For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and



of his bones. - - - This is a great mystery, but I speak concerning
Christ and the ecclesia .. " Is it not glorious that Jesus and his
Father do not practice divorce?!

III. John the apostle sees and explains the condi tions which will
prevail in the New Jerusalem.. This new ci ty from heaven will be
distinct from the new earth mentioned in vs.. 1. God himself will
live with his redeemed in the New Jerusalem.. Since God and his
people will live there, there will be no more death (separation
from God), no more sorrow, tears (weeping) f for God will dispose
of all the recollections of the sorrows we experienced before on
the old earth.. In fact, everything will be new according to the
very words of the One who sits upon the throne, words of the Alpha
and Omega, the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, Rev .. 1:8 .. That
which is needed for eternal sustenance will be available free as
an inheritance from God, for God the Creator will be our God and
Father. We will not need to fear, because those things which have
caused misery and sorrow in the past will be removed from our memo­
ries forever. Those things include the practice of cowardice,
unbelief in God, hate, murdering, sexual immorality, appealing to
evil spirits, idol worship, and lying, all of which will be abolished
forever.. Those who did not depend upon their faith in God's Savior,
Jesus f have been relegated to the eternal lake of fire by their
own choices II> Their lot is wi th Satan who has been cast into the
place of eternal punishment away from the Lord and his people,
Ma t t. 25: 41; Rev.. 20: 10, 1 5 ..

IV. Vss. 9-21 are given to John's view of the New Jerusalem. He
is shown the new city, our new, eternal horne with our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. The apostle is taken by one of the seven angels who
poured upon the earth the seven bowls of plagues, to a huge, high
mountain.. "Come here and I will show you [the abode of] the bride,
the Lamb's wife .. " The angel carried John in the spiri t in which
he saw the holy ci ty, the New Jerusalem, descending out of heaven
from God. The city had a barrier around its four sides with three
gates on each side. These gates each had a name of one of the
twelve tribes of Israel, and each gate was controlled by an angel.
It is interesting to us that the support of the great city was twelve
foundations which were each named for one of the twelve apostles
of the Lamb. One can wonder about Peter's insistence at Acts 1:15­
16, 20-26, that the vacancy caused by Judas Iscariot' s omission
was to be filled immediately. Another wonder is how does Paul as
an apostle fit into the picture here as God names the twelve founda­
tions of the New Jerusalem. These two wonders need not trouble
us, for our fai th is in our Lord who knows all things from the
beginning to the end. He has promised to care for us whether we
can understand these mysteries or not.. These concerns are eliminated
as problems through our faith in Jesus Christ. There is no special
dwelling place for God himself in the new city, for the entire city
is God's dwelling place.. Nothing that defiles or corrupts can ever
enter the New Jerusalem. Only those who are at home there are those
purified by faith and recorded in "the Lamb's book of life," Isa.
4:3; Lk 10:20; Phili. 4:3 ..



"No Sun Needed"
Rev. 22
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I. God's Word begins by announcing simply that God is the Creator
of the heaven and the earth, Gen. 1:1, but within his creation God
chose to create a being (mankind) like himself wi th free moral
choice, even to defy the Creator himself. The first man and woman
chose with their freedom to disobey their Creator which disobedience
is symbolized by the eating from a particular tree in the Garden
of Eden. God had expressly forbidden them to eat that food. Their
disobedience brought upon themselves spiri tual separation from God
as well as the deterioration and final mortal death of Adam and
each of his descendant' s physical existence upon the earth, Rom.
5:12-21; I Cor. 15:20-28. But through Jesus Christ God brought
Good News (the Gospel) to mankind. Through faith in this only begot­
ten Son of God, Jesus,. God's Messiah (Savior), anyone can now become
spiri tually alive and be assured of eternal (life) union wi th God.
Rev. 22, the end of God's Word and revelation of his' truth to
mankind, continues the description of the New Jerusalem where the
bride of Jesus will finally and eternally reside. A pure river
of clear as crystal life-giving water proceeds out .of the very throne
of God and of the Lamb, John 4: 14. The New Jerusalem will have
a boulevard wi th a median on which will grow the tree of life
and on which will be twelve different types of fruits, a perpetual
supply, Gen. 2:9,15-17; 3:24. The leaves of the tree will
continually ensure peace from the New Jerusalem among the nations.
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II. Vs. 3 makes clear that in our new dwelling place God and the
Lamb will also live. There his servants will continually serve
him. Note especially that there shall be no more curse. Here on
earth we have lived under a curse where sin, death, and Satan has
ruled for a season, John 1 2: 31; I I Cor. 4 : 4 • As we noted above,
in Adam all people die (physically), I Cor. 15:22, but God at Rev.
20:14 cast death (that which separates) into the lake of fire.
In the New Jerusalem there will be no sin, no need for testing I

and never a temptation for the inhabi tants to do contrary to God IS

perfect and holy will or cease from serving him. That arrangement
will be what makes heaven heaven, perfect (complete). All of
creation will now revolve around our new home, because that is
the horne also of God, the Creator and his Son and Savior, Jesus
Christ. The physical laws which have limited us before our
resurrection will no longer be in effect. We will have the abilities
then which Jesus had after his resurrection, I John 3: 1-2. He
was able to leave the earth for other celestial locations. I believe
that we will be able to leave the New Jerusalem for other places
in God's creation. (Jesus walked through closed doors, John 20:26.)
Vs. 5 tells us that in the New Jerusalem there will be no need for
the sun, for lithe Lord God giveth them light, and they shall reign
for ever and ever." We believe that it was God, who created our
sun, and, therefore, that source of energy for the old earth also
was provided by our Lord. We will not eat meat in heaven even as
was true of Adam and Eve in the Garden. There will be no animals,
for even fish cannot 1 i ve where there is no water (sea) Rev. 21: 1.
Truly God has promised to create a new heaven and a new earth.



I believe that we will be able to go back and forth to either without
fear or hindrance as the spouse of our Lord.

III. In vs. 6 the Lord indicates that the events of The Revelation
will take place quickly, i.e., the period of The Revelation when
it begins will happen in a short period of time. Most of it (after
Chap. 3) happens within a relatively brief seven-year period. Jesus
states the brevity of the period in vss. 7,12,20. John again, as
he did at Rev.. 19: 10, is overcome wi th the message which God's
messenger is delivering to him.. The message is so glorious that
John again fell down at the feet of the angel, and, again, the angel
told him not to worship him but rather God is to be worshiped.,
"Seal not the words of the prophecy of The Revelation, for the time
is at hand [has been at this time decided]." The white throne judg­
ment has passed, and the eterni ty of everyone' s fate is sealed,
Rev II 20: 11 -1 5. Therefore, they wi 11 continue in their evil ways.
Also, those who are sealed by God as his own by including them in
the Lamb' s book of life will continue to be righteous and holy,
vs. 11. Jesus personally assures those of us who trust him and
have served him will receive the rewards promised. He was not only
there at the beginning, but he will be there at the end, vss. 12-13.
Those who have served him and placed their fai th in Jesus Christ
will have free access to the New Jerusalem and its tree of life.
Jesus I invi tation is still open during the ecclesia period Rev.
1 -3 and on into the brief revelation period, vs. 17; John 4: 14.
A warning is given to those who add to or subtract from any part
of The Revelation. Such a one is not one who is a part of the book
of life or who will enjoy the New Jerusalem. Jesus again states
that he will make.a short work of his purging of the earth as out­
lined in The Revelation. God's grace through our Lord Jesus Christ
will be with us who believe, vs. 21.

IV. The earth that was created by God in Genesis passes away in
Revelation. Satan who led Adam and Eve to rebel against God is
completely neutralized in Revelation. The sun which was assigned
the task of ruling the day, Gen. 1:16, at the beginning is abolished
in the new world, Rev. 22: 5.. Darkness was a part of the original
Genesis creation, but the new heaven and new earth will have no
night at all. The water necessary to maintain mortal (flesh and
blood) life (I Cor. 15:50) was necessary in Genesis, but there will
be no water (H20) in the New Jerusalem, Rev. 21:1. The sin,
introduced into the Garden of Eden through Satan's deceit and lies,
is buried wi th Satan and all who have yielded to his unbelief
in the lake of fire, Rev. 20:10,14-15; 21:27. Mankind began in
perfection, but through their own choices (all have sinned, Rom.
3:23; 5:12) they needed a Savior who could be supplied only by God.
That Savior announced himself in Rev. 1, and gave a brief, concise,
panoramic history of the ecclesia and "Church" in Rev. 2 and 3.
During the ecclesia period in the Philadelphian era (Rev. 3:7-13),
the ecclesia is taken to heaven (Rev. 4-5) where they remain wi th
Jesus during the purging of the earth (Rev. 6-18). In Rev. 19 Jesus
returns to earth wi th his bride. In Rev. 20 Jesus sets up his
kingdom promised to the Jews in the Old Covenant. In Rev. 21-22
is described the transi tion from the old age to the new eterni ty.




