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from unif in its understand-
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II. In light I believe that we should
reaffirm what at Acts 15:13-19; Rom .. 11:25-29.
There are many which the same posi tion.
Jesus' Revelation tells of the relatively short period (seven years,
Dan. 9: 27) in whi the entire earth and especially the Jews will
undergo a severe persecution of which Jesus spoke in Matt. 24: 21 •
I lieve that during that time the ekklesia will have taken
away from the to be wi th the Lord. In addi tion to this
seven-year period of unique secution in Chaps. 6-18, the prior
'Ic_ .. ",- .. ",,-~ .. ~ ... -~.ia period is given in Chaps. 1-3. Chaps. 4-5 reveal the scene

wi th and the in preparation for
of Lamb, the Lord Jesus, his bride, the

(the called out ones) in Chap. 19; ., 5:28-33. Chap. 20
one sand year rei Jesus on the earth, and
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we live for us lievers, John 14:3.

4-5, after Ie the earth we will
in heaven ion for in

Kingdom of God which Jesus will come establi
We will with him to him during long

of one thousand years and beyond, I Cor. 6:2; II Tim. 2:11-13;
Rev. 5:10; 20:6; 22:5. The Jesus, who will be in

during the re Reve ion period, is introduced in Rev.
1 :13-17 in his ious majes saw him, HI 11

his feet as dead. And d his me said, 'Fear
not I am the first the last: I am 1, and was

; and, ld I am alive for evermore, • Ii PRAISE HIM !!!!!
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f t

in the t
t, I believe], U

ties of each

II", The f t Jesus is at
where Paul had worked ng the congregation on his third
journey for miss century John le came

and s as his tenure he was taken to the
Patmos as an exile e of his th Jesus as

Messiah. After his exile to congregation,
tradition has it that he was Ephesus. The city
was a religiously I ty", huge Greek temple Diana was
rebuilt there by Alexander the , because an earl wood
had burned to ashes on the day of Alexander I s birth. Worship in
this temple involved evil at worst. The s practiced there
were sensual and sexual in nature wi th soc sexual orgies as a
normal part of the ceremonies. Also, ism was prevailing
economic philosophy relating to the ive trade and commerce

the vicini ty. As Jesus judged the spiri tual heal th
ieving congregation, he recognized their good works.

recognize that works are not for spiritual
____--__ , evangelism, righteous 1 and

evers in st. Through
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their spiritual per
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beyond ir area. Both with
a common problem correctly according to them
( 2: 9; 3: 9 ) • Some -were claiming to sh
only ly and and
were attempting to fel placed

in Jesus as Messiah The true believers recog-
f in st his righteousness for

Ii as over aga ting being of ing of Abraham
as Paul (God) told the Rome in Rom. 9:6-8. Jesus in
his teaching same problem at John 8:31-44. Today
we have in the world hundreds of igious variations which trust
many things, persons, and positions other than the person
of Jesus, 's Savior, for Ii I ieve ise1y what
Jesus said, HI am way, truth, and the life: no man [person]
cometh unto the [God], but [except] by me, II John 14: 6 • In
John 1 4: 7 following exclus posi tion of Jesus between the

and all humanity, the Lord continues, nlf ye had known me,
ye should have known my also: and from henceforth ye know
him, and have seen him. II In this teaching Jesus equates himself
wi God, I bel , as does also John 10:24-33; 17:11.

II. two· to whom Jesus no commendations
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11 :25-36.

seven
Dan. 9: 27
middle of that seven
and troy the
the t half (
will a time of trouble, more severe

history of mankind, Dan. 9:27; Matt. 24:21.
bride-to-be) which was from
Lord Jesus (I Cor. 15:51-52; I

earth during seven- •
especially IV of trouble"
as a nation, wi saved out it," Rom.

II. The New's main theme is that the Father
his Son (God t human form, a man, II Cor. 5:19) and

his Holy t to , to teach to sus those
who would accept • s Good-News-Plan for human spiri ts to become
one wi th God and therefore rece!ve eternal Ii When
is full (fully completed, only knows when), he will send angels
(mes s) to together 1 who have believed his promise
in and through Jesus, Christ, Matt. 24:31. At that fixed time,
the Holy Spi t who has resided in the (I Cor. 3: 1 6) wi
be taken away, and people can then be reconc to God only in
the Old Covenant way, Rom. 9:13-23. God's Holy Spirit will be
withdrawn (II Thes. 2:7) was sent when Jesus came to earth
the first time for the spec purpose of calling out the
John 1 :17; 6:44; 14:26; 11 :25; I 1:3 4. God's speci

............... _t...J u in Daniel's chronological scheme of the seventy
Dan. 9:24-27; Lk. 21 :24 is ending week

Both Peter s
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to these four crea-
the " lion

, Gen. 49:9-10; Mark, Jesus as , Isa. 53:4-5; ,
Jesus as the son man, in human , I John 4:2-3; and John,
Jesus as God t, in air, }, Exod. 19:4-6;
4:2326; 10:30: 17:11. four creatures never cease worshipping

Lord , "Ho , ho , holy, God Almighty which was,
is, is to corne n (Isa. 6:1-3) s c

lone is re ing to Jesus, Rev. 1:8. Many people
11 Worshipping our loving Lord will

s our pres
I Cor. 2: 9 -1 6
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the
John 96)

that same is a the
tion of Jesus' of Jesus' lation

to John, apos e was of age. Recall
that Daniel was about through Mi , the
archangel, revealed prophet, Dan. 1 a:1 3 , 21 ;
12: 1 • I bring Daniel's prophecy to our minds n as we examine
Rev. 5, because at the ells message the prophet was told
to seal the book in which were wri tten the names of's elect,
Dan. 12: 1 ,4, 9 , 1 3.. Further 1 book • s opening was to be a t the
time when 1 If there 1 be a time of trouble, such as never was
since there was a even to that time; and at that time thy
people [ IS, Jews] 1 be del (Rom. 11:236),
everyone found wri in book, II Dan.. 1 2 : 1 •
(See also Matt. 24: 21, where Jesus said, "For there shall great

ibulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to
s time, no, nor ever 1 IV)

II. Now, th the above information mind, we look at John's
Chap. 5 of God's A coordinating conjunction introduces
the thoughts in Chap. 5 to be a continuation of Chap. 4.. On the
throne in heaven sat the God who holds a book in s ght
hand, a book wri tten wi thin and on the backside (a scroll wri tten
on both s ) • But the information cannot be read, because the
book ( is (tied up) wi th seven s.. Even wi th a
"strong angel" at I is a major problem, because
no one is found open the book. The problem had to do with

..................... __ 5. John the question asked by the strong angel,
worthy book, and to loose the S 5 thereof?"

I a is made throughout heaven,
even among someone who is

the book, 2-3. The
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re "Knowing
first [ ic to no
of the Scripture is of n) •
God's Word is 1 us is prophecy
can be known entirely by one a synthesis
of the entire's prophetic into eWe
The key, then, to understanding lies Holy t's guidance
in that understanding, because it was God's Holy Spiri t who gave
the prop11etic ion to the various prophets originally. As
Peter stated it in II Pet. 1: 21, "For prophecy came not in old
(any) time by the will of man: holy men of God spake as they
were moved by Ho Spiri t. II God I s in II Pet.. 2 irnmedi ly
follows this instruction concerning Biblical prophecy with a warning
about false teachers.

II. To summarize our Revelation study Jesus' fied
position in heaven is noted in Chap. 1 introduction of
the seven local congregations ( Chaps. 2-3 give an
historical account of the church fi following
Jesus' resurrection to his removing his bride- ( former
ecclesia) from ; and . 4-5 reveal the entrance of
Jesus' bride up to the throne of God (heaven), taken from earth
in preparation the great tribulation. We now approach Chap.
6 where we see the beginning of the tribulation spoken about directly
by our Lord at Matt. 24:21 .. This singular time of tribulation is
activated by the HOne who is worthy" to open the seals to the book
discussed in Chap. 5. We should in mind that Jesus, the Lamb

, is the one who is removing seals which hold tightly
the scroll (book).. He is Lord and the only one completely worthy
to execute judgment on the world he made and redeemed by his blood.
During God's period of (to mankind because Jesus
paid neces 's redemption of all ),
everyone a God I s plan of
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so,
at
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i to s sh
"evangelism." At Matt. sh religious
leaders for r inf sh proselytes.
These leaders thought that they were "outs" into the
kingdom of God (under God's rule to God s will), but Jesus said,
"You compass sea and land to make one proselyte, and when he is
made, you make him two ld more chi of hell than yourselves."

II. The above information is inent to Rev. 7, the chapter
for today, and the message stunning development in God's
end-time plan for humani ty. We saw at end of Rev. 3 how the
"Church" during the Laodicean period of the history of the
became lukewarm disgus Lord Jesus (He
of his mouth, disowned it.). During the preceding Philadelphian
period the Lord takes the I i from the earth to heaven
which move is described in Rev Last week in Rev. 6 Jesus
begins instigate the great ion mentioned by Daniel at
Dan. 9:27 and by Jesus at 24:21" This' one-of- time of
trouble and sorrow is caused by ultimate rebellion of the earth's
population inst their Creator God and Father of our Lord, Jesus
Christ, Rom. 11 :32,34; II Thes. 2:1-12. In Matthew's Gospel account,
Chaps. 24 and 25, Jesus outlines many facts concerning time
activities. In , every word in those two chapters except 24:1,3
is a direct quote of our Lord Jesus, a total of ninety-five verses.

e verses God' s , examination of the history of
mankind. Judgment time corne, and, although Revelation appears
mysterious to many, God 1 s vision to John is simply another way
of describing God's final judgment of humanity. We believers should
not fear this judgment, we placed our complete
into the of our Lord Jesus st. Further, has

fical us not s time, John 14: 1-3; I Cor.
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As last ci has always maintained a remnant
of Jews who I s Messiah, Jesus I even during

period Jesus 1 Rom. 9: 8; During the
that remnant will consist of 144, 000 Jews who will

Lord's enthusiastic Is of "God's mercy through his only
Son 1 Jesus st. And I can you imagine t of 1
Jews proclaiming how saved through I s Jesus?!
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will 's
our proper our matter of
in s Son, our I Jesus same
of God Is us that we will our llingness

have the Lord while Cor. 3:3-17. Remember,
we are by God I s grace for Ii because of our fai th
in God I s promise through Jesus However, there are to be
rewards, "for we must all judgment seat Christ;
that everyone may the body, according
to that he hath good or bad," Cor. 5:9-10,
14 .... 15. This fact should us to take advantage of every
opportuni ty we have to be in our tudes and actions ..
We do this as we are led by the same t that was in Chri
Godls Holy Spirit, to fulfill the law of faith, Rom. 3:21-31; 13:10.

II. Following exodus (Rev. 4-5) of the from the earth
to be wi th the Lord in r (I Sit 4: of war
between nations will cause the world's people that humani
ty has ly peace on the earth, Matt. 5:9; 24:6; I Thes.
5:3-4.' We should the two principal methods of making peace.
First, one can ask persuade , through , have no
hatred in his heart and therefore do no harm to another, Rom. 13:10,
cited above. Secondly, one can, through judgment' by physical force,
cause another to conform to that which is right. In this life

second , judgment, is exemplified by admonition given
Prov. 13:24; 19:18; Heb. 12:5-11. To prepare for ght prevail

in the future , God is now using, love method and
is stating Jesus' Revelation that he will eventually
use the j give e one t to conform

's through
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Rev

3) would
been Jesus and Sa-
tan's disci 20:7-10. On the

hand, go through
them while 9 It Reca
how in Chap. 8 last "woe"
trumpets would e of f i
four, Rev. 8:13, and during huge burni mountain
fell into the sea; hail blood 11 upon the
earth burning up one-third ; a star 11 heaven
poisoning one-third earth I s potable water so that one-third
of the earth's population died; and, finally, a third of the sun,
moon and stars gave no ght (one-thi of the earth received no
light). And then we were told that the st would be even
more woeful! It is no wonder we see the oddity of the events
in the fifth and sixth trumpet sounds Chap. 9.

1

I.

II. Since we trusters in Jesus Christ hav~ been taken from the
earth in Chaps. 4-5, we will go through this period testing
in the great tribu~ation. What a blessed hope we have through our
faith in Jesus, our Lord! (Tit. 2:13) When fifth trumpet sounds,
another star falls from heaven and collides with the planet earth,
but this s lIar object is al and has Vs. 1 states that
II to him was given the key of the bottomless t .. U (For other
information on the abyss [bottomless pit], see Matt. 12:40; Lk
8:30-31; Eph. 4:8-10; [Psa. 68:18]; I Pet. 3:19-22) That fact
is a mys phenomenon since a key represents authori ty and
an entrepreneur status, and, , the key to the abyss was
in the sole possession our Lord Jesus according to his own
statement at Rev. 1 :18, "I am that liveth, and was dead; and,
behold I am alive evermore, Amen; and have the keys to hades
and death." In vs. 2 he, the star which had fallen from heaven,
opened the shaft (entrance) to abyss wi th the key! A massive
smoke came out of the abyss like smoke from a huge The
sun and atmosphere were darkened by the voluminous smoke. Let 1 s
examine why whoever he ( star) was, was given the key when we
learned in Rev. 1:18 that the key to Jesus. It is obvious,
to me, that star izes ing, because he had the
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messengers (angels) a very specific t
to kill a e angels· were

bound at They were accompanied
a s mounted on es.

These , bright-blue (hyacinth),
and b~ight llow of lions with , smoke,

brimstone (burning from r mouths. Their
power to 11 a on earth is located in their
mouths. came , smoke and brimstone which
came from their mouths. of unbelievers who were
not kill to tants of Sodom and Gomor-
rah ·who underwent a similar destruction (Gen. 19:4-5, 15, 24-25)

of their practice of i ty. The in this
sixth trumpet revelation are symbols of weapons of war which will

lable at the time the tr ion. No doubt they will
be even more tructive than those • Why the location at
the s R? Tower of Iocated where
mankind's soci lion t Most of the's
popu I s east , and that population

Imingly consists of Jesus Christ as Savior
After all s tous puni lievers did not
but to p Is ly, Rev. 9:21.
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to Israeli
Ie ci ,

Seven was in Dan. 9:25
re to the cut off (suffer

death Ity). Jesus as he on the
cross luding," is fini , John 19:30. In the
Reve are seven s s (5:1), seven thunders (10:3),
seven heads and seven crowns (12:3; 13;1; 17:9), seven (17:10),
seven (1:16,20; 3:1) seven th seven ts (8:2),
seven (15:1), seven seven eyes (5:6), seven lden
bowls or s (15:7), and a scar t seven heads
( 1 7 : 3, 7) • Seven appears to ze tha t whi is complete
or representative. Time set aside to worship God, the oply Creator,
is every seven days under both Old and New Covenants II Seven
is certainly a prime number in the Revelation. The completeness
idea signifies that God is completing his world 1 and we are
given the information about what is to be involved when God will
make complete wha t he began in the Garden of Eden II A maj or theme
of the Revelation is that God will complete his covenant with Abraham
at Gen. 12: 1-3; 13: 14-17. God never makes a promise which he does
not compl In Genesis the was , but in Revelation
the earth passes away, Rev. 21,:1. In Genesis Satan first rebelled,
but in Revelation Satan's last chance to rebel is finished. In
Genesis sin enters, but in Revelation sin exi ts. The curse upon
mankind pronounced in Genesis is f ly removed in Revelation.
Death, sorrow and human began in Genesis, but in Revelation
sorrow and are eliminated. The doom of Satan pronounced in
Genesis (Gen. 3:15) is executed in Revelation (Rev. 20:10). One
can see why the completing of the age represented by the number
seven is so prominent in the Revelation.

II.. During the unwrapping of the seven seals which held the book
(scroll) and which only our Lord Jesus was worthy enough to unloose,
there was an interlude between s six and seven. In
lude God sealed 144,000 Jews who then proclaimed Jesus as the Mes-
siah, and an infini te number Gentiles accepted Jesus as God' s
Lamb and Savior. The seventh ing brought about the blowing
of seven trumpets which each caused a trophe in God's judgment,
a long promised tribulation. Now after the
s blew, occurs as s a
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to
I dual

10:29-30;
massive ling away from

Jesus Rev. 3 during the
of sits 11

"Church" in Rev. 3. That
Ii even ic, II . 2:7;

Rev. 2: 2. But even duri t period of call by
God of his, individuals whose th rest alone
in God's grace for Ii However, will be a
of the huge number saved during the tribulation period, because
Jesus takes out the bride, the ecclesia, during latter- part
of the Philadelphian period of church history. We will learn in
Rev. 17 that the group whom the world knows as the "Church II during
the t.ribulation period will be referred to by God as "the great
whore," Rev. 17:1, and see Rev. 3:16 also.

II. If, as stated above, the ecclesia is not dealt with in the
Revelation after their in Chaps. 4~5, who is the primary
people with whom God-relates on earth. They are the Jews, in keeping
with God's covenant with Abraham at Gen. 12:1-3; 13:14-15. This
development is evident especially at the outset of the chapter we
are looking at today, Chap. 11. It begins wi th a discussion of
the temple of God as a place where people gather to worship God.
Before the beginning of tribulation and during. the
period, the temple of was the bodies of all true be I

I Cor. 3:16; Eph. 2:18-22 NOw's vision indicates that the
apostle was given a measuring device, a reed like a rod, with which
he was told by an angel to measure God's temple and the number of
Jews who came to worship. But the measuring was not to include
the outer court, for that court and the city of Jerusalem (the holy
ci ty) 11 shall they (the Gentiles) under foot forty and
two months." This period of time, and one-half years, strikes
a familiar note s we learned at Dan. 9:27 that Ifin the midst
(mi ) of the (seven years) he (the antichrist) shall cause

fice and the offering to cease - II Jesus so spoke
of this od at Lk 21: 24," Jerusalem 1 trampl by
the Gentiles, until t of Gentiles be fulfil II s
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IV. second woe now comes (see Rev. 9: 12) in the form of a
s in A tenth of the ty 1, seven
thousand people were kil remnant ( Jews), though
afraid, gave glory to Then the s trumpet sounds (
third woe does not come until Rev. 12: 1 2) , a great voice from

(Jesus', I believe) to the sea ( ) ones
on The big voices announce that the nations
are coming under rect command of our Lord Jesus and
uhe 11 ever ever. II of are

Psa. 2; vss. 16-18, but's its
is no a Jesus will then e

as one • Our as Jesus' kingdom to come
s 11 as it is in 11
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JeiJlls,
as
I
2,800
tion

t
ence of God • s
Je\JIl as a esh-
that, not the Immer-
ser (Matt. 3:13-17), as a Je\JIl (Lk 2:21-
24) according to the La\N ,Moses. has
not dismissed his covenant wi , Gen. 12:1 3; 13:15-16.
Jesus said, "Think not that I anl come to laiJll, or the
prophets: I am not come to fulfill [cause to
happen]. For I pass,
one jot or one ti e shall laiN, till

I be fulfilled,·n Matt. 5:17 18. Jesus· is in s assertion
s fUIfillment. Ilis shed blood, death, and resurrection established

God's righteousness \Nhich through faith in, one is given by God
eternal, spiri tual Ii That is a given but many overlook the
emphasis of fulfillment of many promises made by God in the Old
Covenant iJllhich included not only the grace period, in hUIuan history
created by the sending a Messiah, Psa. 6,22,40,110; Isa. 11,
40-66, but also special promises to the Jews. Someone has suggested
a poem: "Roses are reddi ; are bluish; If it weren't for
Jesus, the lNorld iiJould be Je\Nish. II .As it turned out, the Je\i1ish
leaders iJllere un{i1illin.g to accept Jesus, the lv1essiah, iNhom God the
Father sent to earth the first time to include Gentiles in God's
kingdom, and now many Gentile church leaders are unwilling to accept
God's keeping his promises to the Jews.

II.. The above information is necessary, I believe, to comprehend
the perspect of seeing the reali ty of the f t the
personages, the woman, and how she f s into the tribulation events.
There are seven such personages, and the woman is the f st of these
and symbolizes Israel, not Mary, not Roman Church, nor the church
of all the ages! The in Chap. 12 are: the red dragon,
Satan; the child of the woman, Jesus Christ; Michael, the archangel;
and Israel's remnant, the 144,000 sealed Jews. The two wild beas
in Chap 13 are the remai ng two of the seven personages. Another
factor that makes Israel the woman is she it was who gave birth
to our Lord Jesus. Heb. 7:14 (God's Word) states that, "For it
is that our sprang out of Judah II Paul at Rom. 9: 4
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tIer who in a
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gh WWII
torture and
personally.
against the only ri ,
creation, these two beasts will
thank God!) influence and
for a reason we do not
temporary control of the key
place where angels who have rebelled
until a future time.. I believe so that rebellious unbelievers
of all ages are there. While Satan had the 'key to Hades, he conscri
pted many of his disciples from there to invade the earth under
his leadership.. When Jesus was in the country of the Gadarenes
on the east coast of the Sea of Galilee, he related to a mad man
who the Word states simply was the dwelling place of demons (Satan's
henchmen). The man fitted the description of a beast, a ani
mal. He went about the countryside naked and had to ,at times,
bound wi th chains for his own others safety. He had no home
but lived in the wi s,at Lk 8: 29 we learn that was
"driven of the devil. II Jesus a him for his name, and said,
"LegioI1," because, "many demons were into him," Lk 8:30.
Then in the following verse, "And they ( ) begged him (Je-
sus) t he would not command them to go into the abyss,," Can
we not conclude from this that a human can be charac rized
as a "beast" is the one who is home of one or more of Satan's
disc s, a demon or demons?

II. In vs. 1 John is evidently standing near the on the coast
of the little Patmos Island. As he was standing there, saw the
first beast rise up out of the sea. The beast was described in
ess ally the same way as the red dragon in Chap II 12: 3 II As
beast arose from the waters (peop s), he had seven and
horns upon which were ten crowns.. On the seven were seven
unholy, blasphemous names. The st was like a , with feet
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s sealed. H pseudo will the first
(political) beast, , he will be in subjection to first.
This religious s of the earth by means
of mirac will i caus fire
to corne down Elij I Kings 18:30-40. Also,

Exod 7: 8-1 3 Pharaoh I s magicians were ab to lnatch a miracle
whi God perfOrllled through Moses.. To his own power

power of i tical t, t makes an
likeness of the poli tical aces it in the ho

Jerusalem. igious miraculously able to
idol to appear to even to Beast II

each to worship image of Beast I upon the penalty
I this image ings about des ation

of at Dan.. 9: 27 and Matt III 24: 1 5. s time each person
is requi to have a mark in s .or to ne who
will be lowed to buy or sell. without s mark, 11666," ·ones
activities will severe 1 , and no business will be t-

without ones indicating all ance to son of tion,
Beast I, the anti st.. Both Beasts I and II are antichrists f

first embodies 1 is aga t what Christ s s , a.nd
imi tates Christ.. both will i ng to

Word's finition of an anti ist at Matt. 24:24; I John 2:22;
4:3. Politics and reli on will, at , join causing
a of 's 1 vengeance Deut. 32:35 37; Rom. 12:19 21
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5:26-27.
is two atrocious,
devili that as Jesus
the , of I s number
144,000, not one has been Satan, because they were sealed
by God just as we believers are sealed by God forever, Rev. 7:2,4;
II Cor. 1:18-22; Eph. 1:13-14; 4:30. We believers can,'as it were,

. "stick our tongues out" at when continually attempts to
thwart our close .relationship 'wi th our Lord Jesus Christ and our
service for him, because we know we are sealed for heaven and his
kingdom.. Nothing can separate us from his love and safekeeping,
Rom. 8:34~39.·

II. After Jesus' authority is noted in vs. 1, John hears a voice
from heaven as a host ces sing a new song. While the voices
sang in heaven, they played on harps. They were led in the new
song by the sealed Jew.s on earth, because only they knew the new
song. The picture here is a new harmony of us, Jesus' bride, and
the earthly Jews who have finally accepted the same Lord we have,
Jesus, God's Messiah. If you have ever experienced two or more
of your chi.ldren who udon' t get along, n you will know, perhaps to
a lesser degree, the joy of God in knowing of this harmony of all
his' children. We can see in this harmony what life will be like

comirig Millenium, Rev. 20:4. Vss. 4-5 have been controversial
through the centuries Cand still are), but I believe it not to
be very mysterious or strange when a couple refrain from sexual
activities during this horrible seven and one-half year tribu~ation

period. What happens during this time can be compared to what
was happening to some believers in the first century of the church.
At rear. 7:1-7,25-29, Paul was persuaded that, during the f t
century persecution, some marriages could, from a practical
viewpoint, be a burdensome arrangement. 50 Paul (Holy Spirit led)
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cause
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s on a cloud
use sharp sickles

in depth, about

IV • This use masses of
's , seems so fferent

from milieu of today. Has Christendom become so
lous toward unrighteousness and • 5 hatred imrnorali ty that

the's unbelievers cannot see I s will being done in us?
Are our poli cal leaders in world encouraging their people
to be more Godlike? As we see in God I s final Revelation that
earth I s people will become so irreverent toward God and his holy
will for them, our holy God cannot allow the earth' s' order to
continue. Our purpose according to Matt. 13:24 is to share the
seed (Word), and God' will send angels to reap at the end time,
Matt. 13:39. But note that in this Matthew account, Satan
is also sowing his own tares. Satan is ·doing a good work as far
as his own purpose is concerned. The Revelation is a testimony
to the evil ts of his efforts. Neverthe s, it is our testimony
that our will fini win the war -'even though many battles
with S must·be fought with our Lord's strength encouragement.

God's ones in the Revelation will also have that same
undergirqing.
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is revealed

by God I s vis then to John
apos , Rev. i there

are interludes are expanded Is
information that are given a general way in the account of the
seven and one-half year period of God's f judgment. For example,
in Chap. 13 we are told of the antichrists, even though they
continue until Rev. 19 when Jesus returns to earth with us, the
ecclesia, his bride.

II. Chap. 1~ is an interlude just the most severe demonstra
tion God's distaste of a world peopled primarily by a Jesus-rejec
ting population. The main theme of Revelation is God I s judgment
'and our Lord's exercising his authority to carry out that judgment.
We have learned that Jesus as God" s Son had several assignments
in coming to earth, to sacrifice himself for the sins of all' who
will believe (trust) in him and exercise faith in Jesus' righteous
ness alone, a priest, a prophet, and finally a king who will
eventually rule the earth with a rod of iron, Rev. 2:27
[Psa. 2]. There are those who have usurped for the corporate "Church"
these assignments of Jesus, and such usurpation began, as noted
above, during the first century of the Christian Era, II Cor.
11:13-15; II Thes. 2:2-7; Rev. 2:2-3. Chap. 15 begins with what
is revealed to John to be "another sign in heaven" which makes this
chapter another a series wi th the sign in Rev. 12 : 1 where the
sign is a woman representing Israel from whom our Lord came, Judah,

7: 14 41 This sign in heaven in Rev. 15 is another gro.up of
seven angels, Rev. 8:2, who are to dispense the t and most severe
plagues upon the earth. Remember we noted in our scussion of
Chap. 10, I, that, II Seven appears to characteri ze tha t which is
complete or representative." The plagues administered by our Lord's
seven angels are to make God I s tribulation punishment complete,
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even if

proposi if some
r. s
not: every man a I ';
if our s ghteollsness of
are we who inflicts wrath?

as a man ] • ) not, for
1 judge words, God is without

and cannot issue an in error. He alone
worthy to jaIl se, to forego judgment
substituting an appropriate tute. s substitute

one to avoid judgment is his begotten
Son, 'Jesus Christ, 3:14-18; Rom. 9:30-33. Who is
who should God, Job 28:28; Prove and fy s name?

is holy, I ( come and confess
that he alone (singularly) is worthy In Revelation
period all people should recognize that the manifestation of God's
judgment is fair, just, entirely appropriate. seat of God's
dwelling place (tabernacle) is revealed to John. From God's
sanctuary proceed seven angels c ~ in pure, whi te I
and with chests reinforced with golden bands. One of the four living

gives to seven angels seven gold bowls (vials) of
the wrath of the eternal God. God is alone (none was permitted
to enter the temple) during the llment the seven plagues,
vs. 8, but smoke fil the temple ing God's glory and. power.
Next week in Chap. 16, we will ne the seven bowls of wrath
poured upon the earth.. "But you, bel [all who are trus
Jesus] are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as
a For God not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain
salvation by our Jesus Christ," I Thes. 5:4,9.

III.
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God none
Gen. 18: 32.

4 9 1 8 ; 50: 4 0; Amo s
II Pet. 2:1-9;

Is
phenomenon in our
"poli ly correct"
Is Jehovah God's view,
account? God spoken.

II. God's answer to the world population's defying his holy will
is succinctly given in Revelation, and .in particular at the
chapter we examin'e today, Chap. 16. Neh. 9: 1 6-1 7 God I sWord
reveals our Creator' s reluctance' to display his wrath, "But they
( the Israeli tes) - .... refused to obey, nei ther were mindful of thy
wonders that, thou didst among them; but hardened their necks, and
in their rebellion appointed a captain [Aaron] to return to their
bondage: but thou art a God'ready to pardon, gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and of great kindness, and abandoned them not."
But at Gen. 6:3 God says, "My Spirit shall not always strive with
man, ." And at II Thes. 2:6-8, I bel,ieve that God is telling
us believers, the' ecclesia, that at the end time God's Holy Spirit
will be restrained leaving mankind wi thout direct Godly guidance
except a given number whom he will especially seal. "For the
mystery [hidden truth] of iniquity [lawlessness, disregard for God's
will] does already work: only he [God I s Holy Spiri t] who now [in
Paul's day] letteth [restrains] will let until he [God's Holy Spirit]
be taken out of the way. And then shall that Wicked [Lawless One,
the one who utterly disregards God's Law and. will, the antichrist]
be revealed, whom the Lord [Jesus Christ] shall consume wi th the
spirit of his mouth [breath], and shall destroy with the brightness
of his [sec9nd] coming." (See also Rev. 19:20.) God's temple during
the church (ecclesia) period is the persons of believers, John, 14:16
17; I Cor. 3: 16, but all believers will removed from the earth
and to heaven before the events of Rev. 16 take place, I Cor.
15:51-52; I Thes. 4:13-18; Rev.'4 5.
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cells, even had

Why? I believe God wanted
the become ievers Jesus, the 'Mess
( ). come to be in Jesus, because
they (Paul and Silas) spoke to not only the j ler but "to all that

in his house, Acts 16:32-34. I believe that taking this effort
establish that God does not save groups of people (families,

national ies, denominations, etc.), is important for us to see
how the Church as an zation can err in its teachings and prac
tices concerning an individual's relation to God through Jesus Christ
as Savior and Lord. An individual must repent and accept Jesus
as Savior and' Lord before immersion can mean what it was originally
intended to mean, an outward expression of what God has already
done to ones spirit, rebirth by God, John 3:3-7; Acts 2:3,38,41.
The sequence and purpose of immersion are important factors, but

y in the history of the Church the mechanical Urite of baptism"
was interpreted to mean that the act itself makes one spiri tually

(from above). This change is, I believe, one of the
perversions of Scriptural evidence (God I s message), and, combined
with admini ng "baptism" to infants and other unbelievers became
the means by which the Church organization could u grow the Chllrch"
without God having any part in the process. Also, are a number
of other teachings, based upon improper interpretations of God' s
Word, which give to the Church as an organization, temporary and
self-serving results. It is possible, of course, and even probable
that some individuals who have improperly received "baptism" to
become aware of the correct relationship of immersion to a right
relation wi th God through th in Jesus Christ and follow through
correctly.

II. information underlies how the "Church" becomes an
zation whose leader becomes the religious antichrist in Rev.

1 3: 11-1 8. Now we ne Chap. 1 7 to learn further details of
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rst, he s t' s domain (the
re) 11 (poli tical divi-

and (poli tical do not ieve that
to details this amalgamation, and

angel lIs in vs It 8 who are will
understand details as unfold. Those not written in God's
book of Ii will not know. I am glad that today we do not
to understand the details in vss. 1 0-13 as saints of God will
who are then al on earth during the Revelation. In vs. 14 it
is clear that God's people will be sustained by knowing that Jesus
will shortly overcome all his opposition on earth, because is

of lords and King kings. Those who are trusting our Lord
can rest assured that they are and chosen (sealed) by· God.
In vs. 16 we learn that the political Antichrist and the ki under
him hate the whore ( ous component), "and shall eat 'flesh,
apd purn her with fire II In other words, they, the political leaders

Wl thln the res Roman Empire and the Antichrist will elimi
1 reli ous luence other than the worshiping of Anti

hims f, God has -put in ir to ful 11 his
vs. 17. The Anti ist will have the leader of the
in all matters. He will cIa God, II Thes. 2:3-4.
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's
thrown For such
an advent to of the
entire world IS 11 s new
Babylon. However, I think Antichrist, who will res
at the new will s religious control
Jerusalem igious christ had installed the
Antichrist' s lifelike image. We could ieve thatsllch extensive
control of the world's trade and commerce should be centered in
such as New York, Tokyo, in, etc., but the sou~ce of
such a large portion of the available energy manufacturing and
human body comforts is located petroleum deposi ts in the. Middle
East II Also, the ci ties the will be leveled during this
short period, Rev 16:19-26

II. As we examine the beginning Chap. 18, we remember that reli
gious Babylon (Rome) has fallen, and we have seen the events of
the seven seals, the seven trumpets, the seven personages, and the
seven bowls of wrath. Chap 18 is devoted to the new Babylon,
the world's poli cal and religious leader's capital and
headquarters. Here the christ (8 personified) gns supreme
as he professes to be God himself. Under his ctatorial, despotic
rule the world is "finally at peace" every area, I Thes. 5:2-4;
II Thes. 2:34, and see Isa. 1.3:4-11,19; Rev. 16:16. John sees
another angel (messeI?-ger God) come down from heaven wi th great
authority lighting the earth with his glory. With a very loud voice
this angel announces that it is time for this wicked Babylon to

11, because in that loathsome city devils live and promote foul
spirits, a dwelling place for uncleanness and hatred. All nations
of the earth worshiped the Antichrist and were favored by his doling
out his luxurious and lavish goods. A voice from heaven admonishes
her inhabi tants to cease reveling in the sinful pract s of the
ci ty in order to escape her sins. God has become aware t11e
awfulness of sins, her sel exaltation. She claims complete
sel f- suff iciency , in fact, proclaims," I si t a queen, and am
no widow [I am able to 'care for myself without any other, including



st's power
of the earth's populat
Remember when Satan
his mini with
his fast
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in em.
Satan to give Jesus
would bow down
is exactly what is al 18 ..
not have the power
understand, God is lowing
temporarily earth's total
powers, except those whom God
Thes.. 2: 7 .. end res t this temporary
about Satan's final and de, Rev. '20:10.

IV. The second reaction to the defeat of the ichrist is by those
of us in heaven along with the Old Covenant saints. We will rejoice,
because God is avenging his people on Satan and his Antichrist by
destroying the old Dece who s tried keep all peopl,e from
worshiping their only Jehovah God, Father of our , Jesus ist,
Rom 1,2: 19 As a mills disappears when dropped in the ocean,
so will Satan and his Antichrist at the hand of our Lord Jesus.
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II. Vs.
follow
4 : 1 and can t 1 8 , i .. e. ,
from the earth in , we are
immediately following terrible truction
ch" and political world control
the end time. In other words, while
and his bride, the ecclesia, is consummated (married)
duction of the Lamb's bride to the earth, the entire earth is being
prepared for Jesus and his family to begin the kingdom of God on
earth II This reign will be the mill for Jesus as King
on his earth. The ecclesia, Jesus r bride, will include all who
have accepted him as Lord and Savior from the beginning of the estab
lishing of his chosen ones on the day of Pentecost in Jerusalem
to the of his taking them from , John 12:30 .... 32; 14:3;
Acts 2:41; I Cor. 15:51-52; I Thes. 4:13-18. John the apostle heard
the voice of a great mul tude in heaven saying, "Alleluia (Praise
you the Lord); salvation and glory, and honor, and power unto the
Lord our God, If vs. 1 II The host of voices sang out of the justice
which God has exerci on the great whore (the apostate "Church")
who was responsible corrupting the people of the earth by her
spiritual forni , misinterpreting God's Word (Message) to man-
kind, the four Iiving creatures, vs • 4. In destroying the whore
God has avenged the "blood of his servants at her , II VS II 2;
Rom. 12: 19-21 • "The Lord God omnipotent reigneth, II and John hears
the people of God in heaven and on earth (the ones sealed during
the Tribulation) sing Al luia to his power which has alone cleansed
earth of its evil, sin, and corruption. Vss. 1-6 are a se intro
duction to the marriage supper of the Lamb.

We come now to the wi tness of Jesus I love for us who have
our trust in his righteousness for eternal life. "Let us

ect] glad and oice, and give glory to him [the Lord
age of Lamb [Jesus our Lord] is come, and

1 ia] hath made herself ready," vs. 7. Vs. 8

III.
pI
[God's
God] for
his wi
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Rom. 1: 21 - 25; 11: 32.

a j ef
27:1-2; 23:13, 20-24;
is not a baby

by
, Matt.
19 Jesus

now is e Jesus is
whole wi th a of iron", vs-. 15. He

lithe fierceness wrath of Almighty God. II In
vs. 1 7 John saw an angel ling fowls of the earth to

for the t of 1 (t) calls
the armed forces the to together to make
war on man from heaven His name is, "The
Word God," vs. 13; John 1:1-2,14, s troops from heaven
"follow him upon whi horses, clothed fine linen, white
clean," vs. 14. The war like none ever be takes place as noted
in vss. 19-21. This is the st battle in what is well known as
the War of Armageddon. Among those feated are Antichrist
and his reI ous sidekick, the se prophet, head the apostate
"Church" They both are defeated and "cast al into a lake
fire burning brimstone," vs. 20. With defeat of all poli
cal and religious s of earth, the stage is for Jesus Christ
to become, in truth and practice, the Ruler of the entire earth.
Next week, Lord willing, we will see the union God's e and
the ful Ilment of promise of God the throne David 11
be rees ished, Isa. 9:6-7; Dan. 2:44,

v.
ing
is
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, Isa :12,1
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Ma t t .. 2 4 : 3 6 39 i
5:2 II 3:10

Covenant is se to restore
, Isa. 65:8 9,17-25 6 :10-24;

Rev.. 21: 9 -1 4 ) Dan.. 1 2 i Hos.. 1 4 : 1 -- 9 i
15-21; c. 7:15-20; Z 3:1420;

2 3 ; 1 4 : 9 - Ma 1 .. 4 : 4- 6 •
to care Jews as a
1 0 : 1 8 -11 : 36; Rev. 7: 1- 8 •

n

13; Rom.

II.. At

to ,
Chap. 1, I. For ines,
I believe it appropriate eWe

problem of accompli Church
will bring that about, or, special

sion into the affairs of mankind. one
thousand, or Millennium in Latin) was as truth in the
first two hundred. years of a period (Acts 15:13-19; Rom.
11 : 25-29), but Origen (185-254 AD against Chiliasrn. Later,
Augustine (354-430 AD) in his published Christian philosophy (
Ci ty Of ), after the Roman Empire had high-handedly taken over
the Chris igion as i own under Constantine I in c. 323
AD, essentially made the Chri an Church, as an organization,
synonymous with the Kingdom of God. In other words, the Roman Church
disallowed God's ever maintaining the Jews as a nation or congregate
people again. The Roman Church, not the Jews, is to fill the
role of representing God in world af until Jesus comes again.
The Roman Church still forbids its members to ieve in the
millennial period in whi God's early Covenant with the Jews will
be fulfilled, Catecism of the [Roman] Catholic 'Church, 1994, p.
177, Paragraph 676. This position signifies that the Roman Church
presumes themselves to be equivalent to the Kingdom of God which
will, through their own efforts, eventually bring peace to the earth
before Jesus comes to earth aga , but see Rev. 7: 1-8.. I believe
that, as was stated in our study of Rev. 17,11, the Roman Church,
as an organization, will be a component of lithe great whore" during
the Tribulation, along with all other world religions.

III. In vs. 1 an angel from heaven comes to earth wi th a 'key to
the abyss and with a huge chain in his hand. Thus equipped
bed Satan and bound him for one thousand years.. During long
period Satan is to remain bound in abyss where he will be unable
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no place , s One 11 be our
own Lord Jesus 5:22 30. him for judgment
will be every who ever 1 trust his
or her own to prepare God I s heaven.

1 people 1 stand God, and the books
are opened, one of those spi tually dead and the
other the book Every ritually dead person was judged
according to their or works, and not one was found worthy
by their own works or deeds. Only those to whom God's ghteousness
had been applied through r fai th in Jesus st were found
in the book of life, John 3: 17-1 8; Rom. 9: 30-33. Hades two
areas: se and a of torment, and those who were not
in se (on the book life ) were cast into lake of
fire along with death ( which s one God, i)
and the place-of-torment component of ha\des., Our wi tness is

ly important e to and have an opportuni to
believe and have s love through Jesus ist!
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in a speci
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Jews as sown. 66:22, "For as
new heavens and new I n
me , th the Lord, , s ) your name
remain. "This i who that
the Church will replace God's the Jews, through the end
time. Also, remember the passage I have emphasized to this
class at Heb. 11: 39-40, HAnd all, having obtained a good
testimony through faith, received not se: God having
provided some better thing us ecclesia) that they,
apart from us, should not be made perfect (complete)." The kingdom
which God will create during the millennium will fulfill his promise
to the Jews which we learned in our study of Daniel at Dan. 2: 44,
the key verse in Daniel's prophecy.

II. Beginning at vs. 2 a new concept is seen by John which is espe-
cially interesting to us of the , those sealed by God IS

Holy Spiri t (his own Son I s bride), the New Covenant period
of human history. Note particularly that John saw a holy (separated)
city, a new ~erusalem (italics mine). This city is especially
prepared for the bride of Jesus Christ, an eternal place which Jesus
promised at John 14: 3, HAnd if I go and prepare a place for you,
I will come again and receive you unto myself; that where I am,
there you may be also. II This wonderful new creation for us brings
to mind I Cor. 2: 9, "But as it is wri tten, I Eye has not seen, nor
ear heard, nei ther have entered into the heart of man, the things
which God has prepared for them that love him. I II At this point
in time, the marriage and associated t is over, the millennium

ngdom has come and gone, and now the threshold of eterni ty has
come. Our eternal relationship with our Lord is noted at Eph.
5:28-32, uSa ought men to love their wives as their own bodies.
He that his wife loves himself For no man ever yet hated
his own flesh, but nouri s and cherishes it, even as the Lord
the For we are members of his body, of s flesh, and
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the vacancy caused I ss
immedi Another wonder is how Paul as

into picture here as God names twelve founda-
New These two wonders need not trouble

us, our th is in our who knows I things from
beginning to the He has sed to care for us whether we
can understand these mysteries or not. These concerns are eliminated
as problems through our faith Jesus Christ. There is no special
dwelling place God himself new city, for the re city
is God's dwelling Nothing that defiles or corrupts can ever
enter New em. Only e who are at home are· those
purif by th and in "the Lamb's book of Ii II Isa.
4:3; 10:20; Phili. 4:3.
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continually ensure peace from
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tree
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II. Vs. 3 makes clear in our new dwelling place God and the
Lamb will also 1 his servants will continually serve
him.. Note especially there I be no more curse. Here on
earth we have lived under a curse where sin, death, and Satan has
ruled for a season, John 12:31; II Cor. 4:4. As we noted above,
in Adam all people die (physically), I Cor. 15:22 but God at Rev.
20: 1 4 cast (that whi s ) into lake of fire"
In the New Jerusalem will be no sin, no need for ting,
and never a temptation for the inhabitants to do contrary to God's
perfect and holy will or cease from serving him. That arrangement
will be what heaven heaven, perfect (complete). All of
creation will now revolve around our new home, because that is

home also of God, Creator and his Son and Savior, Jesus
Christ. The physical laws which have limi us before our

on will no longer be in effect. We will have abili es
then which Jesus had after his resurrection, I John 3: 1-2., He
was able to leave the earth for other celes locations. I believe
that we will be able to leave the New Jerusalem for other places
in God's ion. (Jesus walked through closed doors, John 20:26.)
Vs. 5 tells us that in the New Jerusalem there will be no need for
the sun, for lithe Lord God giveth them light, and they shall gn
for ever and ever. II We believe that it was God, who created our
sun, and, therefore, source of energy for the old earth so
was provided by our Lord. We will not eat meat in heaven even as
was true of Adam and Eve in Garden. There will be no animals,
for even fish cannot 1 where there is no water (sea) Rev. 21:1.
Truly God has promised to crea a new heaven and a new earth.
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IV • earth Genesis passes away in
Revelation Satan who Eve to t God is
completely neutralized ion. The sun which was ass

task of ruling the , Gen. 1:16, at beginning is abolished
in new world, Rev. 22: 5. s was a
Genesis creation, new and new earth will
night at 1. necessary maintain mortal (

) Ii (I Cor was necessary Genesis, but will
no water () New Rev. 21 :1. The s ,

i into the of 's it and lies,
is with Satan and elded to his unbel f
in of fire, Rev. 20:10,14-15; 21:27. Mankind began in
per tion, but through their own choices (all sinned, Rom.
3:23; 5:12) they needed a Savior who could be supplied only by God.
That Savior announced himself Rev. 1, and gave a brief, concise,
panoramic history of ia and "Church" in Rev. 2 and 3.

the ia period phi lphian era (Rev. 3:7-13),
to heaven (Rev. 4-5) where they with

purging earth (Rev. 6-18). In Rev. 19 Jesus
wi his bri In Rev. 20 Jesus s up his

to the Jews in Old Covenant. In Rev. 21 22
transi on old age to new ty.




